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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


SKETCH PREACHER---NO. 5. 


ad Cor. xiii. 6—But I trust that ye know that we 
are not reprobates. 


It is proposed from these words, to offer a few 
brief hints on the doctrine of reprobation. They nat- 
urally lead the mind, it is believed, to the contempla- 
tion of this, subject. I am sensible however, that 
this is a theme of discourse, which exeites very dif- 
ferent emotions in different individuals. With re- 
spect to it, there are three general classes among the 
professed believers in revelation. Many consider it 
so derogatory to the character of the living God, so 
dissonant to his nature, as displayed in his works, and 
revealed in his word; and so completely subversive 
of the proper ends of his moral government, that the 
very mention of itis disgusting to them. Others 
have such a constitutional or acquired apathy of feel- 
ing, that they are too indifferent to this, or any other 
subject of religion, to give it a candid and patient in- 
vestigation. A third class consider this doctrine to 
be so essential a branch of christianity, and so neees- 
sary tothe glory of divine justice, that they cannot 
relish any system, which is not highly tempered with 
it. Now with regard to these different states of mind 
on this subject, T would remark, 

i. That whether true or false, whether honorable 
or dishonorable to God, the rank which it has held in 
many branches of the christian Charch; the hold 
which it has taken upon many of the lovers of Jesus ; 
and the importance which they attach to it, most cer- 
tomly give this sentiment a claim upeneay prayerful 
attention, They render it proper ‘or us to examine 
ihe ground upon which it stands or falls, with cool de- 
liberation, and by weighing the evidences for, and 
against it, in an impartial balance, determine whether 
ihey are wanting or not. This is the only method 
by which it can be defended if true, or its empire over 
ibe mind subverted, if faise. There is no other way 
in which we can feel infallibly sure that we oursselves 
or others, “ are not reprobates.” 

2. Though the text implies, and other portions of 
scripture assure us that there are, or have been rep- 
robates among men, and therefore, the doctrine of 
reprobation is unquestionably a reality, in its biblical 
sense, it does not necessarily follow that the senti- 
nent, which has passed by thisname among modern 
sect-leaders and their adherents,is likewise true. Two 
tenets nay be circulated under the same name, and 
still, one be false, and the other founded in fact. 
This may be the case with respect to the doctrine of 
reprobation, as contained in the scriptures, and as 
faught in human formularies. We may be repro- 
bates in the sense of the former, and at the same time, 
hot reprobates in the sense of the latter. This will 
appear evident from the disposition’ which eminent 





with those passages of scripture which are expressly 
applied to reprobates. Calvin defines reprobation to 
be, “the eternal decree of God, whereby he fore-ap- 
pointed some to eternal damnation.” ‘To all these, 
he informs us, * the entry of life is blocked up” 
And as thongh he was anxious to make the subject 
appear with the most infernal aspect, he assures us 
that this decree of reprobation “to eternal damna- 
ion, was not formed in consequence of sin in the rep- 
robate,”? 

According to Hopkins, “the decree of reprobation 
consists in God’s ordaining a certain number to the 
bossession of a reprobate character, and the punish- 
ment, which is both meet for them, and suitable to, 
display the divine justice.” Edwards says, “ the de- 
cree of reprobation consists in God’s determining to 
fit a definitive number of mankind for eternal dam- 


the two latter in the definition oF it, and to finish, as 
it would seem, the climax of its hideous deformities, 
says, that God stands by the reprobate at all times, 
and operates upon his heart itse, and causes hin to 
put forth evil exercises,” with the express design of 
preparing him for bis fearful and fiery doom. “ By 
immediately acting upon the heart, with energy to 
produce the volition, God produces every sinful act ; 
and inthis manner, from the be.inning to the end of 
his life, does God reprobate every sinner, who is lost.” 
Here is a correct summany of ‘his horrid tenet, as 
taught by men, whom “the world calls good and 
great.”? The picture is without tse least imaginable 
exaggeration. We have taken + from the original 
paintings of its most able and honored defenders. 
Now did we “know that we were reprobates” ac- 
cording to these definitions, the deepest despair would 
toiture the heart, increasing hc rror would fill the 
soul, and render it frantic throug hopeless torment. 
But to know that we “are no! reprobates” of this 
description, will wake our spirits to transports of 
pleasure. The news that no one is destined to this 
hopeless doom, will be “music tn the -inner’s ears, 
and life, and joy, and peace.” And of this we may 
be certain, for, 

1. There is nothing in the natare of God, which 
could move him to a procedure so cruel, and so de- 
rogatory to every principle of moral equity. 


2. There is nothing in the nivure or conduct of 
the creature, that renders this act either probable or 
possible. The above definitions declare that the 
* decree of reprobation was not formed in conse- 
quence of any foresight of sinfulness of the reprobate.” 

S. The scriptures no where connect these horrible 
facts with the ‘subject of reprobation. 

4, They are not embraced iv, .¢ gatural significa- 
tion of te term. Craden ane Borsa wort) asseri,, 
that the “ word reprobate, means adulterate, or coun- 
terfeit.” tea ' 

5. The scriptures every where attach to the word, 
a meaning different from the common notion of rep- 
robation. The term first occurs in Jer. vi. 30. 
“ Reprobate silver shall men call them, because the 
Lord hath rejected them.” Here is nothing like 
Calvin’s wild notion of reprobation. The word re- 
lates to the temporary rejection of the Jews. Israel, 
however, was not doomed, by an eternal decree, to 
irremediable destruction; but to be “saved in the 
Lord, with an everlasting salvation.” Isaiah lv. 17. 
The passage quoted from Jeremiah is the only one, 
I believe, in which this word occurs in all the old tes- 
tament. It is next used by St. Paul, in Rom. i. 
26. ‘God gave them overto a reprobate mind 
to do those things which are not convenient.” The 
common notion of reprobation, is widely different 
from this passage. It signifies the reigning corrup- 
tions and lasciviousness of the heathen world. In 
this sense, every person is a reprobate, while under 
the dominion of a carnal mind. We next find the 
term in the text, andthe verse foregoing, “Except ye 
be reprobates,” “ye shall know that we are not rep- 
robates.” In these verses the word imports unbelief 
in Christ. It hasthe same signification in 2d Tim. 
iii, 8. ** Men of corrupt minds, reprobate concern 
ing the faith.” According to these texts, all men 
are reprobates till they become believers in “the Sa- 
viour of the World.” Even the disciples of Christ, 
before their conversion to christianity, were “ repro- 
bates concerning the faith.’ The term occurs again 
in Titus i. 16. “ Unto every good work reprobate.” 
By this passage we learn that all, who do not “main- 
tain good works,” are reprobates. We have now ex- 
amined, I believe, every text in the bible, in which 
the subject of reprobation is expressly mentioned ; 
and nothing can be more evident than the fact, that 
they do not convey the most remote idea of an “ eter- 
nal decree of God, whereby some were foreappointed 
to eternal damnation.” We must be extremely blind 





nation.” Emmons, one of the most open and fear- Na to perceive, in the light of these-scriptures, that 


tess advgcates of this revolting sentiment, agsees with 


poanity. Wy 


sus Christ. Their case is not hopeless, ‘Their con- 
dition is not remediless. The same individual may, 
at one period of his existence, be a reprobate, and at 
another, “the saved of the Lord Jesu.” If a Jew 
can become a christian, if the infidel can become a 
believer in Christ, if the workers of iniquity can de- 
part from it, and the impure become holy * by the 
blood of Christ, which cleanseth frem all sin,’ then 
reprobates may be saved. Let ws all therefore, * be- 
lieve on the only begotten Son of God, that we may 
receive the eud of our faith, the salvation of our 
souls.” Letus “repent, that our iniquities nay be 
blotted out, when the tines of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord.” Let us “ cease to 
do evil, and Jearn to do good unto all men as we have 
opportunity.” Let us rejoice in “the sure word of 
prophecy,” which predicts the time, when we “ shal! 
know God from the least to the greatest” of us, aud 
thereby * know that we are not reprobates.” 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCESY 





A GOOD EXAMPLE. 


Dear Brother,---] herewith send you an extract of a Jette: 
recently received by an elderly lady, from another venerable 
mother residing In Massachusetts, It may be gratifying t 
your readers to peruse it: it was doubly so to me from the 
circumstance, that, a few years ago, when I resided in that 
state, Mrs. J. was avery zealous Calvinist. Her respected 
husbaud’s mansion stood near that of my father’s, and hov 
often have 1 witnessed her sincere and generous, but as ! 
now think, deceived soul, engaged in defending and propaga 
ting with zeal and ability the doetrines of that celebrated 
reformer. She is a lady, whose counsels will be ever precious 
to me, from whom, the least tribute which can now be made, 
to her worth, is, that the affectionate copcern which she eve: 
manifested for me and the generation, which arose around 
her, proves her sincerity, her virlu us pring yies, her Chris 

hers y pomae 


sees 


“ T once thought no one covld be born of the Spirit, unless 
he had experienced a certain set of exercises ; or, to use the 
expression, had been shaken over hell, and brought out re 
joicing at their deliverance from the wrath, which I believe: 
was tocome in a future world. I expected and sometime: 
thought that I felt something of an invisible agency; but 
what is the matter now? I cannot fecl a fear to leave mvy- 
self in the hands of my heavenly Father: and | dread dying, 
much more than ¢o be dead. You must peiceive that 1am 
altered in my opinion, but your charity, I trust, will not cen- 
sure or condemn me, as some of my ortlrodox brethren do. | 
feel and acknowledge that it is “ymy measure meted to m 
again.” I find, that many ideas } once contended for, are 
not mentioned in scripture, much less are they laid for a 
foundation. However, we must be patient, and esteem oth 
ers better than ourselves. For wise purposes, good people do 
not see eye to eye; this is, no doubt, in order to try thei: 
faith and patience. We were disappointed in not seeing your 
son again, just before he left town; but we have been partly 
compensated by seeing a sermon of his, sent us by Mr. —— 
No one could indeed disapprove of it. Allwho saw him, be 
lieved him to be a good man, but some thought him to be in an 
error; and who, I pray you, is not, in a greater or less degree / 
Oh! Will there never be a time when the clouds of sin and 
error shall be dispelled from our hemisphere ;---when the 
Spirit of God shall drive away all false religion, superstition, 
and errors of every description ? Shallevery knee bow, and 
every tongue confess Jesus Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father? If creatures can do any thing to accelerate that 
glorious event, how can it be done, but by doing whatsoever 
our divine master has commanded? “ Then are ye my dis- 
ciples,” said Jesus, “‘ when ye-do whatsoever I have com- 
manded ; and by this shall all know it, if ye love one another. 
[am quite convinced, that it is better to do what is required, 
than to invent other methods of supporting religion. I sup- 
pose you will say, ‘“* Well, you bave done your share,” but 
what was the amount? Why, nothing more than to man- 
ifest a zeal not according to knowledge. If truth be more 
clearly displayed, 1 wish to see it. Truth is important ; and 
I desire to retain no idea, which is not clearly revealed in the 
word of truth. I see that liberty of conscience has produced 
many sects, that we were formerly ignorant of ; but how can 
we prove all things and hold Fast that which is good, when 
we will not permit ourselves to know whatthey are? I find 
in all that I have seen, the essence of religion ;---repentance 
toward God and faith in the mediator. Love to God and man 
is the essentia) part of the religion of every denomination of 
Christians ; and if God has, as some think, revealed his un- 
bounded love, to make all partakers finally of his felicity, the 





eprobates are the proper subjects of salvation by Je- | 
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gressor is hard, and 1 believe that no one who has felt the 
iove of God, would exchange the peace, which it brings forall | 
the pleasures of the voluptuous sinner. fut it is hard to get 

it of educational] prejudices. 

{ see you have some excellent writers on that subject in 
Maine. They write lke good men. [ cannot judge tiose 
who seem toeujoy the hope that every creature in heaven, in 
the earts, and under it will unite in songs of praise to God 
and the Lamb.” 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


TO “* PETRUS.” 

My Dear Sir—--fy my lteter of the 151h Nov. | 
endeavored to convey to your mind, as clearly & as 
fully asl was apie, my owu ideas concerning the in 
port of the actions and declarations of Jesus, during 
the last paschal supper be eat with his disciples, as re- 
corded i Luke 5; aud my ideas of the effects ie wish- 
ed and inienued the transaction should have on the 
my vcs Of his tollowers, as well as On bis mnmediate 
disc es. 

Vu reviewing my letter, 1 see no reason to recal 
oralter any part ui it. However, L shail be much 
obliged tou youor any other person, Who may think 
my ideas ol the transactlon’ are incorrect; or thai 
my conjectures astothe wishes and expectation ot 
Jesus are erroneous, if you will point to tie detects 
Ur @rrors, 

1 am wot sensible of any interest or pleasure ac- 
Crulng tome, or othe: speculator on this subyect, by 
couUnulbyg to assert the error aller itis poited out, 
[ am not insensible, indeed, that every body may be 
more or less attached to their own combination of 
ideas, sentimenis and reasoning upon a subject they 
nay have speut much time tm Contemplatng 5; but 
this ts a general cause of complaint, if it be one 5 and 
jays with nearly equal justice against all thinking 
characters, 

} think you will perceive thatthe whole drift ofmy 
Jetter leads me to an obvious solution of your query ; 
tor if the design of Jens, iu the part he took at the 
paschal suppes was, us Mr. Murray and my Quaker 
friends thought i was, and as 1 have attempted to 
illustrate and prove itto be, then there can be no 
grounds to infer that it was his intention there should 
ever be obsei ved in bis charch, any thing resembling 
What bas been practised and denominated the sacra- 
ment or Lord’s supper, ever since the day of Pliny ; 
who, L believe, was the first writer who speaks of the 
Christians as eating aud drinking under the solemni- 
ityofanoath. Sacramentis derived from Sacramen- 
tum, Which signifies an oath taken by the Rowan 
soldiers, tu be true to their country and their gener- 
als—by this tevin, something is associated with the 
original transaction, that ought net to be coimected 
with it. [believe Sacrament is not a New Testa- 
ment term, aud I have bitie doubt, has tended to cor- 
rupt the imstituuon. This answer is satisfactory to 
ny mind—bLut | will detail some of my reasons. 

1. I do not believe Jesus ever designed to intro- 
duce and mix with his doctrines any arbitrary insti- 
tutions, that is, to command things, in themselves in- 
different to be consiiered as sawed ; and 

2. If he had so intended, I am persuaded he would 
nave been more particular and defivile as to the times, 
places, and inanner, than can be collected from the 
transaction referred to. The Mosaic institutions 
were mostly defined. 

3d. We are iquiring into a mere matter of fact— 
what did Jesus command ? Did he command his 
tollowers to meet together to eat bread and drink 
wine as a means of remembering and commemorat- 
ing his life, death and character ; or was it his inten- 
tion and wish that as often as they met at feasts and 
vralouary meals, whenever and wherever it unght be 
these (us symbols) should be so associated with him, 
in their minds, that the sight of them should bring 
him into remembrance, even though they might not 
be thinking of him before ? 

4. I must distinguish between an ordinance, insti- 
tullon, or sacrament and Laws entered into by the 
professors of the religion of Jesus; and the Sas 
and institutions that Jesus himself proclaimed for 
ihe regubation of those whe enter his kingdom; 
hich we must never forgel, ts not of this world. 


You say—If the design of Jesus was as Murray, 


thought it was, viz. “ to remember Jesus every time 
we ¢ui bread and drink wine,” why not aiso make a 
sacrament of washing our hands “ or using a towel, 
and every thing else, which Jesus did by way of ex- 
ample 2?” Whether i this you intend to reler to any 
particular text in the Evangelists or not, ] am at a 
luss, and so catmot give a more definite answer, as 
1 otherwise might. I will, however, say, generally, 
that had Jesus, at any time, in presence of lis disct- 
plestook a bowl of water and washed his hands, 
wiping thein with a towel, then handing the water 
and ‘ewel to them saying, wash, and as often as you 
do this, do ic in remembrance of me; in sucha case, 
I should think his followers would not be authorized 
tu come to an understanding and agreement to meet 
together once a year, balf-yearly, quarter-yearly, or 
monthiy, as now do sacramentarians, and call this 
periodical wasiing, a sacrament, and a coupliance 
with the injunction of their master. I cannot look 
upon what Jesus did at the passover merely as an 
example, as some of his actions were, and ought to 
be considered ; particularly his washing his disciples’ 
ieet, Immediately after the passover, according to 
Joho. This was a mural and bumane lesson of 
equality and kindness in christians to serve one an- 
viller, whatever their condition in lite may be. ¥ et 
I once attended a meeting of Baptists inthe town of 
Gorham, where after the administration of the sac- 
taiment, the men took possession of one part of the 
building, and the women of the other ; and then they 
wasved each others feet and wiped them with towels, 
‘This was introduced by the principal speaker to be a 
sacrament, and as essentialto be observed by the 
true followers of Jesus, as the eating of bre id and 
drinking of wine, is by ali denominations. It was 
a novelty to me3and [ don’t recollect to have heard 
of iis being practised since. 

I think great caution ought to be taken lest we 
confound instiwations, ordinances, and custoins of 
protessing Christians with the religion of Jesus it- 
self; and so mistake one for the other. L will ad- 
mit that what is ¢ammgnly called the religion, or an 
esseniial part wf the Peligion of Jesus, las been al- 
most exclusively propagated and perpetuated by 
means of humane institutions, ordinances, decrees, 
councws, and synods ; and they have been so amal- 
gamated with religion, that any attack upon them, or 
any part of them, is deemed an attack upon Religion 
herself. But after all, they relate to meie forms and 
ceremonies—How a man may be made Pope, Ca 
dinal, Arch-Bishop, Bishop, Priest, Deacon, Elder, 
Minister, Pastor, Reader, Evangelist and Missiona- 
ry. These institutions may direct who among them 
shall baptize a convert; when the baptism is valid 
and when defective; who imay adininister what ts 
called the sacrament ; what shall be the proper ma- 
terials, and how they must be given and received to 
convey grace ; how often it may be celebrated, &c. 
&c. ; what formed, and coloured garments the Min- 
ister anc adiministrator shall be cloathed in during 
the different parts of what they deem a religious 
service ; witha multitude of other ceremonies that 
have no more to do withthe religion of Jesus, in my 
opinion, than they have with the art of printing. 

You ask again, “ is it not as proper to have a reli- 
gious celebration, once a week, or once a month, as 
to have an annual celebration of St. John’s day, o 
the birth day of our nation ?” Iam not disposed to 
deny to a society the right of enacting what ord1- 
nances, rules and celebrations they may think con- 
ducive to the general welfare of the members, within 
their respective Constitutions But we must no: 
run a parrallel between Christ’s kingdom, which 1- 
not of this world, and those that are, too far. Jesus 
is at the head of his kingdom ; he only has a righ: 
to make laws for his subjects. On this head, I have 
only time now, to sav—look at the evils brought up- 
on Christendom, by the powers before mentione:: 
assuming the right and authority to make Laws ov 
er the followers of Jesus. To whom, of all those 
who have undertaken to make Laws for Christians, 
did Jesus delegate that pc wer ? 

[ do not pretend that i have exhausted the subjects 
you have brought to my view, nor do] think T have 


illustrate ; but I shall keep (hem in mind, and whe. 
I may have acquired more clear ideas on any of the 





done justice to those [have attempted to explain and a 





subjects, you sitaii hear trom meagan. Aud in the 
mean time, Lf subscribe myself your friend, and shall 
endeavor to be an mpartial inquirer for truth as it 


was delivered to the saints. 


NAZARENUS. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


PRIESTCRAFT. 

Frienp Streeter—lIi is vot my intention to ins 
termeddle with the affairs of those men, called the 
clergy, except it be to prevent their gaining an undue 
influence over the minds and consciences of others; 
or, rather to diminish the unholy influence which they 
have aiready obtained, even in this land of boasted 
liberty and light. But when I see them approxinat- 
ing to opalence, or revelling in luxury, and, by arti- 
fice and cratt, preparing the way for clerical domina- 
uiwon, Lam moved by the spirit of Truth to sound the 
alarm, and clear my skirts of their iniquity. The 
circumstance which exciteth me tu write at this time, 
will save the trouble of proving by arguments and in- 
ferences, that the clergy of the present time, are as- 
piring at supreme coutro! over the consciences, judg- 
nent and property, and even the families, of there 
parishes, Lustead of inferences, thy teaiers will be 
presented with facts. lua iate number of the anti- 
christian Mirror, published [edited] by Asa Rand, 
there is an article on the firs column, [No. 20, vol, 





2) over the letter KE. which is so big with priestcraft, 


that blink-eyed bigotry can hardly fail.of discovering 
it. "The following is a good specimen of the whole 
piece: 

* Think of it, my fiiend, and ask your own conscience 
the question, whether it is not improper and dangerous to 
hold up to your children the character of your minister, 
or the ministeiial character in general, ia any other light 
than as dese:ving of respect and aifection: If your 
ministers sentiments vary in any particular from you 
own, let me advise you to keep your objections from your 
children; and search the scriptures that you amay cone 
to the knowledge of the truth.” 


What is all that but sitting in the temple of God, 
showing binsglf to be Gad? Doth uot the clerical 
writer of the above, claim dtvine honors? Certain- 
ly, that man would be worsiipped, who holdeth his 
person too sacred to have his errors exposed, The 
Popes of Kome demand the same veneration 3 and 
the “miunister? in Portland, or elsewhere, who 
would nut have parents warn their children against 
fuise doctrines, because heard from his reading bor, 
is us much enutled to the name of “his holiness,” as 
though be lived a Rome! When parents get into 
such leading strings, and allow a proud apd unso- 
ciable mortal to * Luord it over then” and their off- 
spring, “teaching for doctrines the’ inventions of 
Colicges and the blasphemies of Caivin, without dar- 
ing to raise objections, let us say HO more abvut en- 
joyuig liberty or freedom. Like the pig in the sty, 
people would only have liberty to.eat ihe mess pre- 
sented, and as duinb as they go to apd from, what is 
called, the house of worship. What magteal power 
may be imparted by.a black coat, 1 know not; but I 
do know, that excepting the awe-luspiing dress, a 
priest 1s entitled to no extraordinary veneration, only 
as he excelleth in piety. Therefore, as yet, that priv- 
iieged Class is pot, in point of merit, above other 
professors. For pride, wieness, pleasure and extrav- 
agance, they are second to nove. By threats and 
veggary, they luerally fleece their own flocks annual- 
y 3 and by commissioued heselings, pull the fleeces 
vom others, by handfuls, 1 frequeutly groan in 
spirit, for the oppressions which ate coming upon 
tue land, by the prevalence of a missionary and mon- 
ey-calching PRIESTCRAFT. PACIFICUS. 


we neal 








Gop 1s the fountain from whicd ali streains of govdness 
ow; the centre from which all the rays of blessedness di- 
erge All actions, are, therefore, only good, as they have 
eference to Him; tive streams must revert back to the foun- 
tain, the rays must converge again to this centre. 

Asit is the habitual feame, and predominating disposi- 
(ton, Which are the true measure of virtue, incidental 
good actions are uo certain criterion of the state of the 
heart; fur who is there who does not occasionally do 
them: 

Religious music should be moving, but noble witha: 
“pve, solemn and seiaphic; fit for a martyr to play, anc 
an angel to hear. ; 
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‘6; AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


We insert the following communication, not doubting it 
was designed for this paper, though there is no direct request 
to have it published. As the writer is known by no other 
name than his signature, he cannot so conveniently * havea 
reply” as through this medium. We are not only rejoiced to 
find that some unbelievers in our doctrine have the liberality 
and independence to hear our testimony from the desk, but 
ve are equally glad, that any of them should call in question 
such * remarks and arguments” as may be deemed objec- 
‘onable. Each individual in an audience, having an equal 
st in the doctrine of Christ, with the speaker himself, it 
Jlows of course, that each one has a just right tocall, in a 
oper time and manner, for an explanation of difficult and 
iicputable points ; and the man who pretends to bea minis. 
er of the meek and lowly Jesus, and yet refuses to hear and 
siuswer important and candid objections, 1s a tyrant in dis- 
and unworthy of the christian name. By their fruits ye 


ntere 


Puise, 
hal] know them. 

Me. Srregrer,—I am willing to admit that many of your 
emarks and arguments on Rom. vi. 23, were correct and 
eriptural. You succeeded well in proving upiversal sin and 
ondemnation, but can you prove as fairly that the gift of 
sod, which is eternal life, through Christ Jesus our Lord,was 
; universal as the sin and condemnation? I| agree with 


ou that the gift of God is eternal life to all who believe, but | aud eternal separation between the righteous and the wick- 
{f you can clear up this matter, | ed 7” Did he contend, that the righteous, as such, were ev- 
er in condemnation or hell; or that the wicked, as such, 


ot to unbelieving sinners. ; 
nd show me bow unrenewed sinners have eternal life given 
& them, 1 must believe they will be finally saved. ! couid 


yd po fault with your preaching, only that you did not hold would ever be justified or be in heaven? Surely not. ‘Then 
paproper and eternal separation between the righteous and | why not hold forth a proper separation ? The bible consid- 
ers all men as sinners, in the first Adam; sodo we. It 
reckons the same number as being made righteous in the 
The sermon, to a part of which “ Inguircx”? objects, was! Lord from heaven; we do likewise. As fast as they are say- 
ngzested by the following text, Rom. vi. 23. ‘ The wages of! ed by grace, men are separated from the first character ; and 
» is death: but the gift of God is eternal life, through | when ail are made righteous, the separation will be complete ; 
rist Jesus out Lord.” Now as “-fnquifér™ docs got object | and if there is fo lapse, it will be eternal. ** Por as by the 
the universality of that section of the text which relates to} disobedience of one, many were made sinners, so. -by the obe- 
sinand condemnation,” it will be necessary for us to use | dience of one, shall many be made rightcovs. ‘Inquirer’ is 
eat plainness of specch, in answering his inquiry relative to | requested to bear it in mind, that we do not believe in the fu- 
at part of the subject which relates to “the gift of God.” | ture felicity of sinners ; but our doctrine is, that sin shall be 
tus, in our turn, ask our friend, whether he ts aware of the | finished, and all men, from the least to the greatest, be taught 
import of his question? As though addressing him in| of God, and be made holy and happy. May God in merey 
ticular, we mnterrogate---Do you not imply,that God is par- | sanctify these friendly remarks to the spiritual good of many. 


rewicked. I should be glad to havea reply. INQUIRER. 


REPLY. 


|? fhe gives eternal life to some who do not deserve it, 
re than others, and leaves the rest to perish eternally, where 
his impartiality and equal goodness? Does not God de- 


are, “* My ways are equal; but your ways are unequal?’ | odical Publications in the U. States, published by Univer- 
ll it not severe when we ask you to settle in your own | $4'ists—we now comply with the request of an esteemed 


od, why you should so clyeerfully assent to the universality ' 
sin and condemnation, but object at once to the universali- 
ofthe grace and gift of God. Are you unwilling that God | , 
buld give eternal life to all who suffer the wages of sin | / 
ichisdeath? Surely not. Far be it from you. But do 
| believe that your God is not so benevolentas you would 
willing to have him? My dear sir, consider, for a mo- 
it, that we are not speaking of what mep deserve, but of 
atGop is pleased ro Give! apd as neither your heart nor 
lext. above mentioned, limits the goodness of God to 
éinen, instead of extending it to all, be careful that you 
not mistake the spirit by which you are actuated, nor 


t 


t 
3 


tthe absurdities of a catechism to supplant the consist- fi:st of January, instant; but is considered a continuation 


es of inspiration ’ 











» but not to unbelieving sinners.” This point may be 


ne divine purpose before the believer believed it? How 


hrist, if God had not given it? How was it, when all 
Pincluded in unbelief? Was there no eternal life, be- y 
‘of God without effect? What say the scriptures on 
point?) Jesus said to the Jews, “ Search the scriptures | 9 


‘them ye think ye bave eternal life” But did their] Editor. 


hing the Scriptures make ther life cteruai? St. John 
‘Aud this is the record that God hath given to us eter- 
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nal life, and this life is in his son.” 1 John y. 11. But will 
you maintain, that the record is not ttae unless we believe 
it? No man will be sounreasonable. By believing the 
record we have the witness in ourselves, and thereby enjoy : gustice of God, or on his mercy 2 
the divine inheritance. Therefore “ he that believeth on the | 
Son hath (enjoys) life; but he that believeth not the Son, | explained so as to admit of the final obedience and happe- 


hath not (does not enjoy) life.” Belief in the truth maketh 


q 


Filz, Editor. 


pec annum.—Rev. Richard Carrique, Editor. 


, discontinued some months since, in consequence of the 
You say “ the gift of God is eternal life to all who be temporary absence of the Editor. 


~ or “cleared up,” atonce. Let us ask you, whether | Reading, (Ver.) 48 pages duwodecuno, $1 OU per annum. 
life of which you speak as the gift of God, was not given | Rev. S. C. Loveland, Editor. 


(he believe, in truth, that God had given him eternal life | Charlestown, (Mass.) 16 pages octavo, $0 75 per annum. 
tev. Edward Turner, Editor. 


they did not believe? Does our unbelief make the Rev. Pitt Morse, Edito: 


Falls, (N.Y.) 8 pages royal cctaro, $1 00 per annum.— 





free indeed. 


3. The scriptures abound with passages which show that 


QUESTIONS. 
1. Is there any scripture authority for whatare now 
called * Revivals of Religion ?” 
2. On what do Calvinists rely for eternal life ; on the 
No Catbvinisr. 
3. Can the words of Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16, be faix}¢ 





ness of all the nations whom God has created ? 
LENEVOLUS. 





“ Though it might be asserting too much, to say that re- 


the giftof God is as universal as sin or condemnation. Out, ligion could not exist without religious ceremonies, we are 


and admit of no evasion. 


by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon al} men 
to justification of life.—Rom. v. 18. Where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound : that as sin hath reign unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness, un- 
to eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord,—20, 21. For asin 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 1 
Cor. xv. 22. As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that 
he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 
John xvii. 2. If passages like these can be fairly explained to 
mean that God did from all eternity, elect some to everlasting 
life, and reprobate the rest to endless misery, we are wholly 
ignorant of the force of language. We call on the scribes of 
the day, to point out an instance in which the sentiment is 
not universal in favour of grace and eternal life. 
4. Did not the speaker, on the sabbath, make a “ proper 





UNIVERSALIST PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
In our last, we mentioned that there were TEN Peri- 


‘orrespondent and give a list of them, together with the 
iaines of their Editors and places of publication. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAzINE, published weekly at Bos- 
on, quarto, $2 50 per annum.—Rev. H. Ballou, H. Bai- 
ou, 2d and Thomas Whittemore, Editors. 


GOSPEL HERALD, published weekly at the city of New 
York, 8 pages royal octavo, $2 00 per annum.—Mr. Henry 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, published semi-monthly, at 
he city of Hartford, (Conn.) 8 pages royal velavo, $1 00 


THE GAZETTEER, published weekly, at the city of 
hiladelphia, 8 pages quarfe, $3 00 per annum. Rev. 


ibner Kneeland, Editor. This paper commenced on the 


f the * Philadelphia Universalist Magazine,” which was 


CuRISTIAN REPOSITORY,published once in 2 months,at 


EVANGELICAL REPERTORY, published monthly, at 


HERALD oF SALvaTion, published semi-monthly. at 
Vatertown, (N.Y.) 8 pages royal octavo, $1 00 per ann. 


GosPEL ADVOCATE, published weekly, at Buffalo, V.Y 
pages octavo, $2 00 per annum. Rev. Z’homus Gross, 


GosPEL INQUIRER, published semi-montly at Little- 


of the multitude we can quote but few ; but those are express , surely 
Thus---For as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so us, and kept by us; and also by exciting, or preserving, 


safe in saying that they give it a more definite ex- 
istence. They do it service by uniting with it a percepti- 
| ble shape, @ semething by which it can be brought betoye 


through external impulses, those deep, vivid, and practical 
feelings of devotion, which might also Lave languished 
| and died. 

“The gem is more valuable than the casket, and the 
| picture than the frame ; but the gem might be mislaid, 
were there no casket to hold it, and the picture might be 
defaced, were there no frame to preserve it. 7 

* Whatever he may have persuaded himself to believe, 
or utter, the christian has always looked on the Christian 
as standing nearer to him than the heathen. All the re- 
ligious persecutions which have arisen are but exceptions 
and partial interruptions to this feeling of a general union, 
which has been constantly in existence, and constantly in 
operation. Christians have hated each other, banished 
each other, and murdered each other; and still through- 
out the Christian world there has been a prevailing senti- 
ment of unity. After the whirlwind, and the earthquake, 
and the fire, have done their worst, a still, small voice 


has whispered the name of brother !” 





NEW PUBLICATION, 
Rev. Mr. BAnrour’s Work will be published towards 
the close of the present month. All persons who have 


them iminediately to Mr. Samuel Etheyidge, the publish- 
er. As only a small edition of the work is printed, afte: 
subscribers are supplied, its price will be raised to $2 50. 

Charlestown, (Mass.) January 1, 1824. 

[3 The Editor would inform those friends who may 
wish to subscribe, that a subscription paper remains at 
thie office, where they can Pave. ane rnportemity for “e 
few days longer, of patronising this valuable work, afters 
which time it will be returned to the publishor:] 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The reason why we do not insert the article concern- 
ing “the deceitfulness and hypocrisy of a member of a 
Congregationa] church, in Waterford,” is, because such 
things are so common when in the “ presence of their par- 
son,” that it would be but publishing an old story. 
Oithodox “ Many” is informed, that we “ know” every 
“statement of” the pretended “ facts” to be radically 
fulse; and the signature itself proves the falsity of the 
piece; for if there were “ MANY” of” such consummate 
hypocrisy under the cloak of religion, in this town, the 
storms would be fire, instead of snow ! The unjust attack 
on a minister of liberal sentiments, and of frank and moy- 
al deportment, cannot have a place in our columns; the 
sham work covered with such cob-web varnish, is at once 
detected. We shall treat every clergyman in town, with 
courtesy and respect, whose conduct is gentlemanly ; and 
even such as abuse us, or virtually say, * stand off, [am 
more holy than thou,’ may look for nothing worse on our 
part, than to have thei: false reports rebutted by tneont ro- 
rertible facts. In opposing errors in doctrine, we mean no 
disiespect to ministers, or people. The molto on our 
b ovstniate is, LovE Your ENEMIES. ' 











WIARRI Dd. 

In this town, on Tuesday evening last, by.the Rev. Dr, 
Payson, Mr. Rufus King Plummer, to Miss Mary Ann 
Yeaton. 

By Elder Rand, Mr. Elijah H. Hall, to Miss Eliza N. 
Barton. 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Capt. Joseph Barton, to Miss 
Ann J. Pitman. Mr. Francis C. Hal), of Falmouth, to- 
Miss Hannah Green. 


Tn this town, Mes. Mary, wife of Mr Asa Erskin, aged 25. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Perry, aged 84. Mr. Harmon Weymouth, 
aged 22. Alexander Marshall, (a seaman,) supposed to 
belong to Newport, R. L 

Lost ove board, 25th Nov. last, from brig Sea-Island, of 
Hartford, Mr Henry Carzique, azed 20, sou of Rev. Richard 
Carrique, editor of the * Religious {nquirer.” So perished a 
promising and active youth im the morning of Ife, beloved 
by all who knew ! iysterious are thy way». O Father 
of Spirits—vet a | (sou just, vere'ful and good. May all in . 











rev. George B. Lisher, Edito:. 





affliction say fram the heart, * Thy will be done.” 


obtained subsertbers are requested to make returns of” 








« He 7 


a 


~r 


ee ee nee 


























































































e so 
seehiay re na 


















ni. pa = Se ae ee Ss 
ee ge ne en ee i Faas 


~ 
Pate 





CHRISTIAN YNTELLIGENCER. 





reg eer re oor ver ra 











POETRY. 





eprom ——_—__—l lee 


*SOUND THE LOUD TRUMP.” 
By Miss C. M. Tuayer. 


Sound the loud trump o’er the A2gean sea! 

‘The Moslem has failen, and Greece shall be free ! 
Sing, for the land once so spleudid in story, 
‘The cradle of genius, the home of the brave, 
tekindles the fires of her primitive glory! 
(ireece shail exult over tyranny’s grave. | 

Sound the loud trump o’er the #ga@an sea ! 

‘The Moslem has fallen, and Greete shall be free ! 


Rous’d be the spirit that gallantly shone, 
W hen the Persian’s proud host was in battle o’erthrown 
Wake the bold barp that for ages has slumbered, 
‘The deeds of her heroes with ecstasy tell ; 
Ju glory’s bright archives her sous shall be numbered 
Immortal! as those who at Marathon fell. 

Sound the loud trump o’er the Hgean sea! 

‘The Moslem has fallen, and Greece shall be free! 


Loud let the chorus of triumph ascend ; 
Wide may the einpire of Freepom extend! 
Greece—where the olive and myrtle have flourished, 
Once the proud home of the free and the brave, 
Where Science was eradled, and Liberty nourished— 
Cireece shail exult over tyranny’s grave. 

Sound the loud trump o'er the Aigwan sea! 

The Moslem has falien, and Greece shall be free! 


Praise to Jgnovan, our Saviour and Lord! 

Our zeal is his Spirit, our light js his Word ; 

He the strong fetters of Slav’ry has broken, 

ilis banner of Light to the nations unfurled ; 

The mandate of Mercy Jehovah has spoken, 

And Freedom a:.d Peace shall ilumine the World! 
Sound the loud trump o’er the Ag:ean sea ! 
‘Lhe Moslem has fallen, and-Greece suaLe Be Free! 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN IN PELLIGEN( BER. 


CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR, 
No. XY. 

Tn those timesof angious inguiry, suggested in my 
last number, the writer ased, cecasionally, to walk 
forth in the still evening, when the world was hush- 
ed around him, and give himself up to serious con- 
templation and meditation. At sach seasons, the 
silver moon looked quietly down from afar, while 
countless numbers of stellary lights shed their kindly 
influence with her, in solemn, but expressive silence. 
He gazed upon them for instruction. He interragat- 
ed them, to know what cause gave them birth ? 
What was the character of their author? and for 


what purpose did he appoint them? And though | 


their silence taught him, that queries concerning 
what was so self-evident, deserved no reply from 
them; yet kind wisdom whispered into Ve ear of 
the understanding. That which gave them exist- 
ence, is He who is denominated Gop: His character 
is distinguished for independent power, underived 
wisdom and unbounded benevolence. And ihe pur- 
pose for which they exist, is that of enjoying or com- 
municating that happiness, which the goodness of the 
Creator designed should be dispensed ainong all the 
works of his hands. Not the heavens above, but ail 
nature, seemed to declare loudly the glory of God, 
and to urge his predominating and universal good- 
ness. The gentle zepbyrs, the purling rill, and the 
melodious notes from a thousand feathered choristers; 
all bore in their expression a declaration of our hea- 
venly Father’s care and bounty. O! my God, ex- 
claimed he, how narrow are the ideas of man; how 
often has he limited the Holy One of Israel, and set 


° . 4 
bounds to his grace! The writer burst asunder those 


partial and limited creeds of men, in which he had 
been carefully entangled in youth, and stretched biin- 
selfinto the unbounded fields of heavenly instruction. 
Every thing appeared ina new and more glorious 
light. The Deity seemed to preside over the affairs 
of the universe as a governing Father, and to give 
-the strongest reasons to his creatures for confidence, 
trust and hope in Him. Wonder, love and praise 
dindled up in his soul; and in the exstasy of the mo- 
ment he could exclaim : How wonderful art thou, O 
Lord God; manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast 
thou made them all; the earth is full of thy riches, 
‘and happiness must be the result of thy labor. 
: ORIGEN. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


MAN AN INFINITE BEING. 


Mr. Eprror—One of the most singular argu- 
ments for the infinity of future punishment, that 
has come under my observation, [ met with a while 
since, in a pamphlet by a Mr. Merritt: of the metho- 
dist persuasion, I saw the work but a few moments, 
and therefore am not able to quote verbatim, but the 
substance of his reasoning was this. He says, 
the Universalists argue, that man is a finite crea- 
ture ; that a finite creature cannot perform an in- 
finite act; that sin is the act of man, and of 
course finite. Therefore, as the sins of men do not 
deimerit it, an infinite punishment would be dispro- 
portionate and unjust. God will not, therefore, in- 
flict on men an infinite punishment. This reason- 
ing he admits to be conclusive, provided the premise, 
viz. the finitude of the creature,is correct. But he 
contends that man, in a proper sense, is an infinite 
being. Though not a natural one, this certainly isa 
very greatartificial curiosity. He does not however, 
consider man to be infinite in the degree of his be- 
ing, but in the duration of it. Man, he says, is an 
immortal being, and twerefore, in this séuse, an in- 
finite one, who may deserve and receive infinite 
punishment from God. Now, as this reasoning may 
appear plausible, at jeast, to a superficial observer, I 
will offer a remark or two upon it. 1. Man in the 
constitution in which he sins, 1s not an immortal, but 
a mortal creature. God only bath immortanty. I 
Tim. vi 16. He only, therefore, can tmpartit. Bat 
maw, to possess and enjoy endless life, must put off 
inortality, and put on immortality. [ Cor. xv. 53. 
It is a blessing for which we are seeking 1n the pres- 
Rom. ii.7. And Thave no recollection 
‘hat the Scriptures mention a single instance of one 
who sinned after he had put on immortatity. Mr. 
Merritt’s immortal sinner is therefore, merely im- 
aginary, and his reasoning, though sincere, is des- 
titute of validity. 

Qu. The tyble every where represents sinners as 
mortal an@omentary creatures, They are “ of 
few days.” “Pheiw “ life isas a shadow and contin- 
ueth not.” A little time, and the places which 
knew them, will knowthem no more. Is it not ab- 
surd, to call dying mortals of a day, never-dying 
immortals ? Should this subject be thought to re- 
quire further notice, it is hoped that some of your 
correspondents, who have leisure, will feel inclined 
to pursue it. 5. 8. 





SORROW FOR THE DEAD. 
From the “ Sketch Book,’ by Washington Irving. 


The sorrow for the dead is the only sorrow from which 
we refuse to be charmed. Every other would we seek to 
heal ; every other affliction to forget; but this would we 
consider it a duty to keepopen. This affliction we cher- 
ish and brood over in solitude. Where is the mother 
who would willingly forget the infant that perished, like 
a blossom from her arms, though every recollection is a 
pang? Where is the child that would willingly forget 
the most tender of parents, though to remember be to 
lament? Whoever, in the hour of agony, would forget 
the friend over whom he mourns? Who, even when the 
tomb is closing upon the remains of her he most loved ; 
when he feels his heart, as it were, crushed—in the clos- 
ing of its portal; would accept of consolation that 
must be bought by forgetfulness ? No, the love which 
survives the tomb is one of the noblest attributes of the 
soul. If it has its woes, it has likewise its delights ; and 
when the overwhelming burst of grief is calmned into 
the gentle tear of recollection, when the sudden anguish 
and convulsive ag@ny over the presefMt ruins of all that 
we most loved, is softened away into pensive meditation 
on all that it was in the days of its loveliness. Who 
would root out such a sorrow from the heart, though it 
may sometimes throw a passing cloud over the bright 
hour of gaiety, orspread a deeper sadness over the hour 
of gloom ; yet who would exchange it even for the song 
of pleasure or the burst of revelry? No, There is a 
voice from the temb sweeter than song: there is a re- 
membrance of the dead, to which we turn even fiom the 
charms of the liviag. 

Oh, the crave }—the grave !—it buries every error— 
covers every defict—extinguishes every resentment !— 
From its peaceful bosom spring none but fond regrets and 
tender recollections. Who can look down upon the 
grave even of an enemy, and not feel a compunction that 
he should evér have warred with the poor handful of 


COME EE SA? 
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earth that is mouldering before him! But the grave of 
those we loved—what a place of meditation ! there jt j, 
that we cali up in long review the whole history of vis. 
tue and gentieness, and the thousand endea- ments lavish. 
ed upon us, alinost unheeded in the daily intercourse of 
intimacy ; there itis that we dwell upon the tendernes; 
of the parting scene—the bed of death, with all} jg, 
stifled griefs—its noiseless attendance—its mute, watch. 
ful assiduities. The last testimonies of expiring love! 
the feeble, flattering, thrilling—oh, how thrilling pressure 
of the hand. ‘The last fond look of the glossying eye, 
turning upon us even from the threshold of existence! 
the faint faltering accents struggling in death to give one 
more assurance of affection. 

Aye ! go to the grave of buried love, and meditate! 
there settle the account with thy conscience for every past 
endearment unregarded of that depaited being. Shy 
can, never return, to be soothed by thy contrition! | 
thou art a child, and hast ever added a sorrow to the soy} 
or a furrow to the silvered brow of an affectionate par. 
ent—if thou arta husband, and hast ever caused the 
fond bosom that ventured its Whole happiness in thy arms, 
to doubt one moment of thy kindness or thy truth 
if thou art a friend, and hast ever wronged, in thought, 
word or deed, the spirit that generously confided in thee 
— if thou art a lover, and hast ever given one unmetited 
pang to the true heart which now is cold and still beneath 
thy feet—then be sure that every unkind look, every un- 
generous word, every ungentle action, will come throng. 
ing back on thy memory, and knocking dolefully at thy 
soul—then be sure that thou wilt lie down sorrowing and 
repentant on the grave, and utter the unheard groan, and 
pour the unavailing tear—more deep, more bitter, because 
usheard and unavailing. Then weave thy chaplet oj 
flowers, and strew the beauties of nature about the grave; 
if thou canst, with these tender yet futile tributes of re. 
gret; but take warning by the bitterness of this thy con- 
trite affliction over the dead, and henceforth be move 
faithful and affectionate in the discharge of thy duties to 
the living. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


Mr. Enrror—Should the following brief remarks 
upon Psalm lv. 23, be thought acceptable or aseful 
to the readers of your instructive paper, you areal 
liberty toinsert them. “ Bloody and deceitful men,” 
says the Psebmist, “shall not Hve out half thes 
days.” ‘This declaration has formed a subject of 10 
little merriment and triumph among the more vulgar 
and loose sort of disbelievers in revelation. No 
man, say they, can continue here twice as man) 
days as he lives. The assertion is therefore, ridicu- 
lously foolish, and evidently false. Now not exactly 
knowing how to obviate this apparent difficulty, many 
pious people are perplexed with these rough attacks 
Such will find repose by considering : 1. That the 
writer alludes tothe common period of human life 
by the phrase, “ 'Their days,” and states what is prob- 
able, not what in all cases, is certain, that a contel- 
tious and violent individual will not reach it. How 
many of David’s enemies fell in the morning, ant 
meridian of their days, upon the ensanguined “field, 
amid, * confused noise, and garments rolled it 
blood.” 2. Men may be figuratively dead, whit 
animal life continues. They may be dead to Wir 
tue, to repose, and to happiness. Such is the col 
dition of “ deceitful and bloody men.” They 0 
not live, that is, enjoy life, “ half theirdays. Ther 
is no peace to the wicked. [3. Regardless as peopl 
may be of the fact, yet every year’s observation gos 
to prove, that not only * deceitful and bloody met; 
but the profligate and unwise sons of dissipation all 
crime, in general, do not live out haif the days,!® 
which they seem to have been naturally constitu!t® 
Their wnprudences hurry them to the grave. Ti 
sphere of usefulness which they are capaciated to 0 
cupy, is abandoned for scenes of riotous iniqu!lf 
Promising talents and splendid acquirements are & 
ervated and rendered useless at the shrine of crim 
nal indulgence. Those who would “Jove life and 
good days, should cease to do evil, and learn (0 d0 
well 3” “living soberly, righteously and godly in {8 
present world,’’] S. 5: 
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